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Louis XIV's whole reign, from when he
ascended the throne as a little boy to when
he died as an old man in 1715, is illustrative
of this. He was the head of the Catholic cause,
the strongest individual power in that cause,
and yet he devoted half his energy to keeping
the French Church wholly subject to his Govern-
ment and resisting Papal authority therein,
and all his energy to reducing Catholic
Austria.
What is called " Gallicanism," the idea of
national churches existing within the unity of
the Catholic Church and yet maintaining highly
developed local powers, was the special creation
of Louis XIV and his reign. Both at the height
of his power at the end of the second third of
the seventeenth century, and in the decline of
it in the last twenty years of his life, the national
and dynastic motive of Louis was at least as
strong as the religious motive, and often stronger.
Apart from Louis XIV's championship of
Catholicism was his armed excursion by invasion
of his neighbours.
The true explanation of Louis XIV's con-
tinually carrying on war outside his own
country is to be found in the immediate past
of that country and of his predecessors upon
the throne.